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Biodata:

Wendelgard Sassnick-Lotsch is a teacher trainer and works for the Centre for Practical Teacher
Education Arnsberg in Germany. After graduating from Teacher Training College in Braunschweig as a
teacher for English and German in primary and secondary education she gained experience in different
schools working with heterogeneous groups. She has been working as an in service teacher trainer since
1993. In cooperation with others she developed teacher training material which was published by the School
Ministry of Northrhine-Westfalia.

Abstract

Globalization affects all societies in many different ways. All over Europe mobility and migration have
led to societies which are highly diverse. Research studies carried out by OECD and as well as national
studies have shown that German students do not perform as successfully as necessary. This has led to
different consequences in educational policy. One of these effects is that changes in teacher education have
been initiated, due to the fact that teachers are the main factor when it comes to students’ progress. “What
teachers do matters.” (Hattie) Current teacher education models are aiming at establishing a clear link
between theory and practice. In modern concepts of teacher education the starting point is the student’s own
practical experience as a teacher in school which shall lead to further systematic reflection. Learning is
considered as a social, interactive process. In realistic teacher education trainee teachers are seen as
individuals with their own identity. The teacher training is intended to enhance their ability to take
responsibility for their own professional development. In my presentation I shall give examples of latest
developments in language teacher education in Germany. In the workshop following the presentation
participants will be given an example of how trainee teachers work and learn in our teacher training

workshops and thus may gain practical experience in cooperative learning.
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