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Three approaches to curriculum in English language teaching

Kathleen Graves
Abstract

This article explores three current ELT curriculum approaches to the teaching of English
in public sector schools in EFL contexts and how the theory of each approach translates
into curriculum practice. These approaches are Communicative Language Teaching
(CLT), genre-based pedagogy, and Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL).
The theoretical underpinnings of each are briefly described according to curriculum
factors that include: the view of language and language acquisition underlying the
approach; how learners’ needs are understood and addressed; the teacher’s role in
implementing the approach; how the curriculum and materials are organized; and how
learning is assessed. This is followed by a description of ways each approach has been
implemented and factors that influence or impede its success in the classroom. The article
ends with a discussion of what each approach can contribute to effective classroom
language learning in the areas of content, pedagogy, teacher expertise and assessment.

Key words: curriculum, CLT, genre-based pedagogy, CLIL
1. Three approaches

We know that there is no one ‘best’ method for learning a language. Is the same true for
curriculum? This article will briefly explore three approaches to the ELT curriculum and what
each can contribute to effective English language learning in classrooms, especially in public-
sector schools in “EFL” contexts. The approaches are Communicative Language Teaching
(CLT), genre-based pedagogy, and Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL). Each one
is based on theories of what language is and what it is for and therefore how it is learned; on
understandings of learners’ needs and roles; of the teacher’s role; of how the content is organized
and the types of materials used, and, finally, of what is assessed, or how success is measured.
When the approach is enacted in classrooms, however, some of these theories are not always
easy to ‘practicalize’. Each approach will thus be examined, in a condensed form, from two
pers;l)ectives: ‘in theory’ and ‘in practice’, followed by a discussion of what we can learn from
each .

2. CLT—theory and practice

! For a fuller treatment of these approaches see Graves, K. & S. Garton (2017). An analysis of
three curriculum approaches to teaching English in public-sector schools. Language Teaching
50.4, 441-482.



CLT underlies many national curriculum policies worldwide including Japan. Broadly speaking,
these policies stem from a desire for citizens to be able to communicate in English as the global
lingua franca and to participate in the global economy (Seargeant 2008).

2.1 CLT in theory

In CLT, the aim of language learning is communicative competence, which is developed through
meaningful communication with others (Butler 2011). The focus of learning in the language
classroom is therefore authentic interactions that require negotiation of meaning. These
interactions vary according to learners’ needs. The teacher’s role is to facilitate meaning-focused
communication in the classroom based on those needs. In order to do that, curriculum and
materials are organized in a variety of ways, around meaningful topics, functions and/or
purposeful tasks. Learning is assessed according to what one can do with/in the language, rather
than what one knows about it.

2.2 CLT in practice

As with any approach, when the teacher is well-prepared, the students motivated, and the
necessary resources available, CLT is successful. In public-sector schools, however, CLT has
faced obstacles. Because public sector classes tend to be large, managing classroom interactions
among students is a concern for teachers, and so classes are often teacher-fronted with few
opportunities for communication. (Baker 2008.) Although communicative competence is the
view of language that underpins practice, the syllabus and materials often revolve around a
grammatical core, so that when interactions occur, they are used not for authentic communicative
purposes, but to practice grammar points. As learners don’t have clear, immediate needs for
communicating in English, using English with each other can feel contrived. Assessments still
tend to be ones that exhibit what students know about the language rather than what they can do
with it (Lin 2010).

3. Genre-based pedagogy—theory and practice

Genre-based pedagogy was developed in Australia in the 1980°s as a way to widen the repertoire
of academic texts learned by primary and secondary school students, with a particular concern
for improving the academic success of indigenous and immigrant students (Martin 2009). It
draws on Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) (eg. Halliday & Matthiessen 2004) and a
pedagogy developed for using SFL in schools (Rothery 1996).

3.1 Genre-based pedagogy in theory

In this approach, language is viewed as a resource for meaning-making to accomplish social
purposes within a culture. These purposes are realized in oral and written texts, which over time,
coalesce into genres. Genres are thus both products and sources of the culture and are
characterized by specific organizational and linguistic features. (Derewianka 2003). School
genres include reports, narratives and arguments. In the classroom, language acquisition is a
process of mastering the genres of school through a curriculum cycle that starts with reading,
understanding and analyzing examples of the genre. Learners then jointly construct an example



with teacher guidance, and finally each independently construct their own. Genres are studied in
tandem with specific content. The teacher’s role is to guide students through the cycle and help
them build the background knowledge, genre knowledge and language to produce their own
reports, narratives, and so on. The students’ role is to actively interpret and construct a variety of
genres. Success is demonstrated by their ability to do so in ways appropriate for their age and
grade level.

3.2 Genre-based pedagogy in practice

Genre-based pedagogy has had the most success in schools where English is the medium of
instruction and the genres of school are an integral part of the school-wide curriculum (Graves &
Garton 2017). For example, reports are a common science genre, and biographies and arguments
are common genres in social studies. It is expected that learners will be able to read and write
these genres in English. When genre-pedagogy has been introduced in English classes in EFL
contexts, such as Indonesia, problems have arisen. In Indonesia, 12 genres were introduced into
the curriculum in 2004 (Widodo 2016). Because there was no academic content associated with
the genres, teachers taught some or all of them as a series of writing tasks for which they had to
provide content. Learning about language from an SFL perspective was seen as an additional
burden (Sukyadi 2014). One could say that students had no compelling need to master these
genres in English, although they might have a need to master similar genres in their L1.
Students’ success did not depend on writing reports or arguments in English but on passing the
national exam, which focused on more traditional grammar and vocabulary (Widodo 2016).

4. CLIL—theory and practice

CLIL has its origins in Europe in the 1990°s where it was seen as a way to promote European
policies of multilingualism and to integrate innovative language pedagogy in content subjects
(Dalton-Puffer 2014.)

4.1 CLIL in theory

There is no unified view of language in CLIL. Some CLIL proponents view language in
communicative terms (Coyle, Hood & Marsh 2010). Others see it in more functional terms,
closer to genre-pedagogy (Llinares, Morton & Whittaker 2012). There is a clearer consensus of
how it supports language acquisition: learners have maximal English language input, and use it
purposefully and meaningfully in order to learn the content (Navés 2009). With respect to
student needs, they expect to learn subject matter in school, and, as language is a means for
doing so, they thus have a need for learning language. The teacher’s role is to facilitate their
learning of the content and of the language. The curriculum is organized around the content, and
materials are developed locally. CLIL materials have to convey authentic content, but must also
do so in ways that make meaning clear. Materials are thus multimodal (and may use the L1 as a
bridge to the L2) and pedagogy has drawn on the interactive, task-based approaches that are the
hallmark of CLT. Assessment focuses on mastery of the content, which is assessed through
English. English is not assessed on its own.

4.2 CLIL in practice



Reports about CLIL in practice have mainly been positive (Graves & Garton 2017). Content
teachers have found their classes enlivened by interactive approaches needed to foster both
language acquisition and content learning. However, integrating work on language is a
challenge. Many CLIL teachers are content teachers who have switched to teaching their subject
in English, thus requiring them to develop additional expertise in language. Materials that
integrate content and language are scarce, and must fit the local educational context, which has
placed a burden on teachers to develop them. Assessment also presents challenges—students
who may know the content, but have weaker language skills, may not be able to demonstrate the
full extent of what they know (Honig 2010).

5. What can we learn from the shortcomings and advantages of each approach?
5.1 The classroom as a context for language acquisition

Language is used in classroom all the time, however, it is used primarily to learn subject matter,
not for social purposes. CLT, because it has no ‘content’, must strive to be relevant. Genre-
based pedagogy and CLIL, which focus on school subjects, are a better fit for the classroom, as
students have a meaningful focus for what they read, listen to, write and speak about. What CLT
offers is a focus on how language is learned—through engagement with others in meaningful
interactions. Classrooms that use CLT methodology can make the subject matter come alive and
engage students in learning it.

5.2 Students’ needs and roles

When students learn subject matter they grow intellectually. Genre-pedagogy and CLIL provide
students with dual opportunities for cognitive development as they learn subject matter and learn
it through English. In that sense, these two approaches help to develop what Cummins (2008)
called CALP (Cognitive academic language proficiency.) CLT, on the other hand, focuses on
BICS (basic interpersonal communication skills). This focus is harder to sustain in the
classroom setting.

5.3 The teacher’s source of expertise and role

The ‘content’ for most EFL teachers is English, however that is defined. Most EFL teachers are
not in a position to teach CLIL unless they have additional subject matter expertise. They can,
however, team up with subject matter teachers in order to assist with identifying language goals
and challenges. They can also assist with designing communicative activities derived from CLT
methodology. A further possibility is for EFL teachers to focus on English language arts using
texts that are relevant and appropriate for the age of their learners. This would allow them to use
genre-based pedagogy as a basis for reading and writing as well as CLT methodology as a basis
for speaking and listening. Project-based learning also holds promise as it allows students to
create their own ‘content’.

5.4 Assessment—how success is measured



In CLIL, mastery of content is the focus of assessment, with language as a seemingly
unproblematic vehicle. It is more challenging to measure success in CLT, which focuses on what
one can do in the language, not on specific language or content. Genre-pedagogy, on the other
hand, clearly identifies language targets and provides guidelines for assessing how learners are
able to achieve them. Genre-based pedagogy thus provides ways to think about how to assess
both content and language.

In summary, each of the approaches has something to contribute to an effective language
curriculum: CLIL helps us to think about how content can create a meaningful focus for
language learning in the classroom; CLIL and genre-based pedagogy contribute to learners’
cognitive engagement and development; CLT offers ways to animate the classroom through
interaction and collaboration; and genre-based pedagogy offers clear guidelines for how content
and language can be assessed.
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Outcomes of an English e-Learning Program
Fusako KITTA” - Taron PLAZA” - Tatsuya NAKANO”

Abstract: In this presentation we discuss the effects of implementing an English
e-learning program at our university. The e-learning program was conducted
over one academic year in 2017 with first year university students and used
material focused on both the listening and reading sections of the TOEIC® test.
With each lesson, a blended learning approach was used which incorporated
group-work, individual computer tasks and class lectures.  Pretests and posttests
modeled after the TOEIC® listening and reading sections were given to evaluate
learners’ improvement. While the students’ scores improved for both the
listening and reading sections, a substantial improvement was found with the
listening scores. Students’ awareness of their progress as well as their views of
the blended learning approach were evaluated through individual interviews. The
results suggest that the students were both aware of their improvement and

positive about the blended learning approach.

An examination of the data as

well as details of the blended learning approach will be discussed.

Keywords: e-learning, blended learning approach

1. e-learning

One definition of e-learning is “to learn
something with computers through the
Internet or the Web” (Shirahata, Tomita,
Muranoi, Wakabayashi, 2009, p.100).
The opportunity for using computers and
other Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) equipment in class has
been increasing. A survey conducted by
MEXT (2013) shows an increase in the
use of ICT in classrooms. This survey
also implies the necessity of appropriate
educational programs in which learners
can utilize this technology.

Shirahata et al. (2009) suggest that
e-learning alone is not enough to sustain
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learners’  motivation. In this
presentation, we propose that one
possible way to help with learners’

motivation in e-learning environments is
through a blended learning approach.

2. Previous Research

Fujisihiro and Miyaji (2009) conducted a
survey on the effect of blended
instruction in English class on high
school students’ skill of oral reading and
speaking. They used web-based training
material which Fujishiro framed in 2007
as a tool for individual speaking practice.
They adopted a blended instruction
approach which offered incorporated pair
work and class lectures.  After the
blended instruction, speaking skills were



measured. A questionnaire targeting the
participants’ consciousness of English
was also conducted. The results showed
that the participants’ skills improved in
speaking and listening. The participants’
attitudes also improved.  There was
correlation between the participants’
listening skills and the variation in their
affectivity to English. Fujishiro et al.
implied that more research might be
needed to identify the balance for
forming a viable framework through
blended instruction.

Ota (2012) reported that after four
months of e-learning, university students’
English test scores rose in both listening
and reading. She suggested the
importance of implementing a blended
learning approach in e-learning.  She
emphasized that e-learning instructors
should not only take care of students’
learning but also support their mentality
to be autonomous learners.

Kochiyama (2017) measured the effects
of e-learning in university English classes.
Her survey showed that the students in
one department, in particular, scored
higher than before, and that they made
significant progress in the listening
section.  On the other hand, the scores of
the students who were regarded as lower-
motivated went down. She claimed that
it was necessary to reconsider how
English classes are conducted in order to
motivate students to learn English. She
approved of Ota’s implication which
called attention to the importance of
instructors’ roles in e-learning.

3. The Purpose and Method of this Study
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The purpose of this study is to specify the
effectiveness of an English e-learning
program conducted with a blended
learning approach. E-learning materials
for the TOEIC® test were used.
Eighteen students participated in the first
semester, and eleven in the second
semester. Different levels of materials
were adopted for each semester. Except
for the orientation, pretest and posttest,
blended instruction was conducted eleven
times in each semester. The students’
scores were higher in the posttest and
there  were statistically significant
differences in the scores of the pretest
and posttest in the first semester. These
results suggested the blended learning
approach helped the students improve
their English skills. The ratio of score
increase in the second semester was not
as high as in the first semester. In this
presentation, we will examine the data as
well as discuss details of the blended
learning approach.
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FRIZ LR LT, FRIOHEIER TR -T2 H D
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D 5444 A0WNEINE 1 ¢ 1 THGEARET
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FOF>TND Z ERHFENDN LR, B
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FINEMR CX T, IWWEOHGROMNGIRNRRHT
FEONE LT T,
)AL TA UPEEH AR LT, B
FET ORISR, —HTHYDDOT
IRNIGEORE THHE U D Z L2 RSN\,
4) BEERODRRIER?, o7 & EICHESHGEEND
D NBIEIZZNTIE LN E WD BN B o 7,
5) TRTOFAENMNRE, FANFF> TR
LEDMER LUz,
6 FL&oH
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22— FIZLDELREEFIE (HVPT) AWk
MERELEROBEL EFREEDELR

g

TTAKNZ I b

JE A

BOSHBEABOH IR TH L2mEEE S (HVPT: High

Variability Phonetic Training) % HARANKFAZG & L CHEfE L 7=, HVPT %fif#Eiz
EHRTED 727V A b+ “English Accent Coach Ver. 2.3” (Thomson, 2017) % W\ C+&F
EREE ORI A REBRICEM L7 (BEFRF—F v M), FREENEZ RO 50 R
6, BEfFOBEFFZTHROA TV HIE EREZR ERITINZ TWL OO ERNRE I
Too W2 T RO EBERNENSTFHED N A= T HRAE =X T I DOT — 4 %%

B LBRY %,
F—U—F: REBEFIRE, 3K,

1 FRDE=

ER @S & L CORGEOHNAELEZ 72 D
FEREEREE 1T L o THEF S D S Ak 72 055
(World Englishes) 28It CE 5, Z
DEHREFEFEOT, BEHBIIEDL O
FINZHELeRETEA D ),

SRR SGEEE L A 2= —a VAT
BRCHE L SNDIFEESOHIMEE LT, BRx /e
T 7 N aeFRo o YRR S OB ER A T
T DHhE, FRa LGRS > TS
DIRENNRDBID, L, FEEORED
(accentedness) IZEAMIL, [EHO®E LT
&) (intelligibility) & #7107 TERAR ATRENE )
(comprehensibility ) NSEHTE D)L <
L CW5  (Derwing & Munro, 2006), Z DX
IILRENIED I D IHRET DL Z &N TE DD
7EAID,

FEtREOHEE L LT, Derwing and Munro
(2015) |FHEICBIT DR EFFFEIIHEENT, &
WAL T-FEEN DL, HEEREEEE YO
MR TR T0D LRI L T,

BENORIFEL ST BAR 72 < FHETHFH
BEATO HEO—2L LTarta—4 KD

Al SERBUCHRER R

M,
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ES A

RKEHE Y 7 NP HVPT 71 75 L0365,

2 HVPT

S DRI & IR DFNH ) B2 DT DD
HREAREE LT, mEEEs (BEsicid IF
F1) AR L 2RO B P R ZRh A
FEHNFED BN TE TS (Levis 2016),

3 EITHIR
HVPT %##E KM LIZFEHIRIZ 720,
FHEIZOWTE, BARANISGEFEE LR L L
7l /&1 D322 U THE S IV TI8 U JREi7ent
FIZHRNTE DRRNNIEET H L ST
%(Logan, et al., 1991; Lively, et al., 1993), £
7o, MRICEELTHEICLIRE BT HT &
ST A (Bradlow, et. al., 1997; Bradlow, et
al., 1999; Saito, 2015) , HAAXIG:D/ v/ /1]
LGNz 52— Mg & LT 35T (Hwang
and Lee, 2015; Shinohara and Iverson, 2015)
620, —BUAIMEZTRTITE > TUVRYY,
U2 D DIEFAITEHR & L TN EROHI
Tod D, Fkek& HIES R O X R
(contrastive analysis) °I =< /LT ZHG
NAIRE LOEMS DL, WHTEE DRI
S HDEEZ BD (Thomson, 2017), £7-,



Ie/ &N FHERRIIC S BARNZ L o> THIZ ST
S5 < (Flege, 1995), FHE H#E L R/l & S
N5, UL, EELZ ORI Tha<IiEh
DEHLEODTHRERNEE Hb LL 25 lHEM:
N D,

4 HRRE

(1) +EHaDEFE 2T 7 A M2k b HVPT
T, ARASGEFEENHEE S50
Iy, £, KEEAZENRD ZEIZE-T,
TR DIERE S I Em 927,

Q) REroEH#EEha 527 2 M2 k5 HVPT
ST, HRATGSEFEEDNHEE 3T S5H VR
Iy, £, KEEAZENRD ZEIZE-T,
RO S 13 350,

5 Ak
51 HIRHHE

e /1B 14 4D ARANKFAT, Ik
R DOFHCETR L, SRR LT 5 BT
D EE | ZBEL TWAFETH-T,

5.2 English Accent Coach

AWFECIEH L7z HVPT 7'a 7' J A3
ANBHENTWAD Y =7 %A | English Accent
Coach Ver2.3 (Thomson, 2017) T&H5, ZD
A X, EREY SR TV EEE

(Stimuli talkers) D) 20 44 EFEEIZE <,
AR HO SRR GGG OE A BRI L2 b
DTIH D,

FEE 2 O TR E RS (Forced
choiceidentification: FCID) %179, &&AD
FEEZRPR— T —U TERSN, fERER
% PDF 77 A VL LTRIFCE D,

6. #R

6/1 sNER#TFE

HH I 12 DR AR LT
FEEROIEERIL 88% 77~ 12, B b B
DL T=DIE 10172272 (68%), IKUNT,
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Iz1, Isl, 111, v/ 73 70%%, /v1, 18, Idz/,
11, 151 5 80%f K T A% Flal-7=,

6.2 RIEIZKDHEIDMEL
EESREHOHERIT, 1 1E1H D 83%H5 10
BIHD 93%E T ET4A L H7RWRN BRI
FREZR U, 100 RZ2 ST 5 DI LTI
I3RS 2 o7z, IEZRD 80%RE TD 150
HINEE ) 10/, 10/, 1], 1zl 1d3],
1£1, 15l W E—ED LR AR LN, s, 11,
Iv | RN TR 7R E R LT,
6.3 BE
REEFIZHOWT, A1 12 ABROEE
T 13%12 o7z, 1 [BIH O] 61%70°5 9
[BIEIZ 78%IZ2E LTz, 5 [BIH T 78%\ 2215 KH:
IRER LT, Z0OHEIFETOLETFEMHE-T
BTN E W HE T a® A ThoTz, FEDA
HoRg & LT, IEESRDSEELL T D 6 DD
BRI al44%, lal, lal, 11/7350%fK, /el
62%, 10/ T1%72 -7z, 9 [BIDOIEEROAERS % 7
5 &, MR 10%LL EORE 72BN E 57273,
| & [T2F IO N E o T2

1. &R

A ClE, HEEEREE QWAL L 72 9
2T, IR SN TE TV A RETRYE
EHVPT ICESEYS T, avEa—% -7
r—3a RO THARAFSE EE DR
BT ET OB OMERE R I T, RV AT L)
it SNIeBERIL, ST TR To B #: s
ELebDTHoN, ZHHOMAEHENR
=T TEODONE I NIETE, MAED
WHERETHE L TT — X T D3
W& D,

10 [RIFREE DAFIT & 2 R e i plcths
DEACZABF LTEARER, FEIZBOTHREIC
BOWTHEOMRDB A bz, CAPTIZLD
HVPT (35388 I R allia S ¢
IRBWFFCTE D Z LAVRB ST,
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MFHABOER :

U= e 3—s8R & BRIZEE ORRITHIT T

¥ 5

T7ARNZ 7 MEHBRZR EANTRERFEMRERZANC, SN Z Y HE 8T
FTHIEICONWTEET D, AREFGFEI—X, HZAMRFEE L L, EeZ2 TR
A%, EHNL, BEiG 2 — R L 5 2EFFE, TED 2 — /" ACK D AU —F2H,

M= = R ANC K DR E e E 2 BATL, RETEREI,

CUDVERE, e T—= 2V WIE (&R, WE,
F—U— R a— X, HESEE, SEELHE,

1 (XCHIZ

TEBEEIERE & & b2, RFETE TH
HRTREZSBM NI 2 >od D, 29 L
FHE, SO UOsBFHEEHITRESNZ S
DTFRVDT, FEHARRLL~YUTEE LT
WD EIFRLIRNEF SRR oTo, BT
MEFEBISND Y =7 EOFM (ZZTiEHA
SR EMES) ZHIEIZ e T—= 7TEHT %
FHEBAR OO O EFEI T D, AWFFET
13, IEFEOSE TR L LS <
ONDA—/RAZEY TN D, HEREE
X ZxHaA—s A« A b~ (corpus search en-
gine on web) DE:%FH~T-,

2 SATHIR—HEEO—/ \R=H

1. BNC: The British National Corpus ~ (1994)
Ho b HFRHETHOT— 2O ONE D, F
PR BNC Consortium 2MERE L7- 1 {ERE
DA XY AEGET— A, FHERE)IT KWIC

(keyword in context), AR E,

https://corpus.byu.edu/bne/ ,

2. BREBME S — ARFRY A | -Seleaf (2011)
LB 22 AR, ) 25 TTRED 21—/ XA TSR
B354 http//www.mintap.com/

IV MNEFEHEWZAT (tabuchiryuji@nifty. ne. jp)
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V—=FE VT 1, HWIGTFE

FEMOBERZ LM, BT
RHEME) R ETh D,

3. TED O—/\X - TCSE (2014)

TED Talks #J 2500 4D 71—/ A, FREREAL
VT, TERESR-CHEE e C R R RT3 T RE,
https://yohasebe.com/tcse/?

4. 3GEFFIa—/XR - SCORE  (2014)
SUEHEE OISR 1 TARDHf]|7—]
A, WERHEALIESL, httpt//www.score-corp
us.org/concordance/jp/ ,

5.TED O3—/\X - selected360 (2017)

RES B7.360 4D TED Talks D =1—/%A,
WERENATET A, LUT ted360 &HE,
http//www.mintap.com/selected360.html ,

6. ¥ER3—/\X - Corpora  (2018)

Seleaf \kDWkE & TED Talks ZMUY§5aH4
& LTaRa—sR 2, BRERHNIE T
http//www.mintap.com/pac/corpora.html ,

3 &

FESERNFE CLEND Z LIT O ERRR
fRCo D, FNEIART DH DGR, B
HF B TH D, EAHEE LTEMOHE
WIELIRETFEE LTOLLFR QAR
708) BRDOIN, LOESEETH TR L
CORESE - 3UE - HSC - IER A & Ch D,
2O LB DO ZR 1ITRT,


https://corpus.byu.edu/bnc/
http://www.mintap.com/
https://yohasebe.com/tcse/
http://www.score-corpus.org/concordance/jp/
http://www.score-corpus.org/concordance/jp/
http://www.mintap.com/selected360.html
http://www.mintap.com/pac/corpora.html
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2 Seleaf o O X X O 6
3 TCSE o O A o O 9
4 SCoORE O A O o O 9
5 ted360 o O O O O 10
6 Corpora O O O O O 10
BAIIOAX EZZNEN 2 M1 5 0 & LI=A%h

SCoRE i SCoRE on Talkies T A% htn

BNC [ZIFIRbIa b H bR O THASEER
FICIEEDZ DS, IFHRDNEA < 2D THIFEIC
BT 5, TCSE |JERERTe A0
RN DR SV CWNT, IFEETATICE
DEEE DD, —fRFEE~ORED ST
%, Seleaf, SCoRE, ted360, Corpora iZ—7%
P LR 2 SEHICEV G T, IO
THWNCTUVMED 72> Tv b, SCoRE @
BEIEZTALT, ERLSNIBREM TH
%, BNC (XaEI72558F 07 % X +C, SCoR
E IZHARNSGEFEE (PEkE) x5l L
T FBEFEM T D, ENLISNOD 3 —/SRIFIRL
FRERIENT OFESE THARRHGZ 521 TV 2,

ted360, Corpora |FFRHEFFAIENRIZ L 25
FLVL (WM - B, 2016 5 H, 201
7) #EH LT\ 5, TCSE & SCoRE (3£
WHETIEEE S, WU T2 S B /) Chike AR
ST D, ted360 & SCoRE 1327 7 AT
DFEEHFTEDM T T D, SCoRE D3k
—NRRAFZ VAT AT TR T AR
2 (CCL) AL TW5, ZIUZL VTS
X ToiA LT AIREZe Y+ |~ (SCoRE on Talki
es : http//www.mintap.com/talkies/talkies.ht
ml?score ) MVABHEILTUVND,

ted360 & Corpora & SCoRE on Talkies (Z
I LEISFAERIIRES I TCUNT, DR Uk
P HIHETH 5, ted360 (ZITL & FEEDFAEL
LIRS Y, Corpora [T EAKT:, SCoRE

on Talkies Tl% SCoRE @ LA F&f#HT LT

49

PERT 3L LThD, Zhb 6filidAd—
TP A RT, FVITEROEA NS 5 DIT#
BHSEIE~DRE Th 2D, 1 OFfFrIIHRE
TOENRT S % 5 HAN LRSI HZTH D,

4 EE

& D EFEC OV TIRIERICRERE T 2 KB
fliy=—/ X2 BNC 2M7ET % —J7, SCoRE d X
INTHFED HINZRH L U TSR IR e Bl
a—/RZ, Seleaf X° TED =2—/XZ2AD L HITK
RRIB)T OMUBROIRIEI AL > 72~ A 3 LB
a— X272, a— RRAIENFIE OS
FERM EERRBRI DY, FEFIIIEROFE
LHERFHBHINRSHHDT, £1OELLH 7
FRIE Tl < SIRTTOFREENSE E LV, ARl
WFUTEDIZODBEANTHDH & L b, 5H%D
a—RAGKFORETH D,
TEMERIE, RIS CIMEETE ARVWRHE D
BERERATRD 5 1= O ORI B Th D, S5
2, B OISR H D K DI, BT
ARSI IR T 5 Z LI BANE 0f-
DOVEETH D, KU UL, HRIEFEROR
BN DD T, EE T 5 R
PET, KETH LML T& 72/ v—XF
A NOBEBEVERLS HUVNTESE L TRE W, F
7z, AR ERBENEAR TR FTREME ¢ 2
LD, s, SUbLOREEZZEHSELL 972
EVHEDOERZHIRL, KED T = 72— 2R
CCL O L 9 72flIEERRG N E N D,

B2, o <AEk LTz a— SR 55
O T 72 ECHBHE N ABIH H Y, FasC & A
RO RIERIRR O & A 2 Wi L7V,

SE>08

HHEE— - B — (2016).  [EEA SO T
RN D < BARNSGE FEE T U —4
V7 4 05 OB*) . Language Education &
Technology; 52, 359-388.

HHRRE — (2017). TR AR E T aER L
LI FAER AR ORERBAR | . LET
Kanto Journal, 1, 25-35.
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1 B EBIEET =OICERT 51474
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MRS 2458, Sak - RBUCB L TRAXR
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BNEDRDENRLZNEEZ NS, — 5T,
TAT 4 7R AR A T T DITTE
T5 LWV FHNTETAD N EBbns, 2
T, H%EICEL T2 SOEBHFIZFN L,
1.1 RE—X2Jh%EHD=HISERTS
SEEAERERE

PEEHLCII VR L EER G L LY
A= T A —F U T D MEREET, TR
B 1oL LTAT V=2 L ASFS ik %
1ToC5, BB 230 CHIEL, £
RN AT TRAEWHIT LE O SR Cx
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WNEZ H ISR TX 5720, FEENOSFET
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A FPEFRKFE 00— VL« a3 a=hr— g
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TSNS THZ L TE D,

ZOIEENTIE, MTORRSCMESEZH LA
UNVRIS D EFESCEHERR L QOGBS H Y,
@7 4 — Ry 7 L LTOET « LARVSA
EIToTCNWDHZ LD, T, FEEDHT
R SRR C & 72\ A TN BRI 72 7
4= RNy I BT H L TED, LN
SERR L7265, BHEWIEERE %2 L=tk <7
Tk LIcEFE 432,

ZOIEENE, FEED LW [T/
%) [ FHER T BOERD)I-T-) D=
AV IR EFELND D TH -T2,

1.2 Y—T 42T h&EEHDI-HITERTS
EARGISAERRE

PEEHITIIH 5728 TOEIC L&R 350 /51
SNDOFAEENRE LT, V=T T %W
BHURETICATECHEX D HISCEIAE L
BREX T AEEA I ANTERAATH D,

SUERZRABES T EIRUWVERFL, STED
272 U CHEEOREKRA S TR, SLEE
RIS D WO TEEZ LG TH D, i
Mchle EbALLFBLEI ELTY, FH
FIZE o> TUTDN DI BERRH & 72> T
LEHIZEHB, 22T, HEHREEETH



2% & 9 efliZ e RIUSHEE 27 & LidA,

FOXL BNV 220 LIRS, M7
HUHETEX D X ) ITHFE LT,

ZOVEENIKRT DFEEOAA L ML, T
—T 4 T OHITW oD K917 ) LRI
Ligholz] gEa 75 L OlliroTo) EHE
BI72 b DNEI T,

2 SATqVTEEHE (EEFIRL)
2.1 HEESA T4 27 DREHET 50

FEEDER LSBT A5G, IS
2 SO, BIb, TF A FORIKOHISENS
BB DS 2 2 REHE S, N, R,
FERE, SCER EORHUHE R % E TSR
DT BND, EREOBANSE 2T, 2F
HRHE AR 95 = & TEEE OB S
AN, IEFOTAT 4 7 OFHUITIE, FEH
YGEHRERE R EDTA T 4 T T A OB
IZRBND X IIT, TX DT EBINSHEE
11o28&, FEE~DT 41—y 7 2B
LT, HFHREHESHW DD Z %0,

Z OONTHIEHEZ WD 5E,  EORHlEH
AR LT ZEIFE > £ THR, 8
HOFEHEBDOTHURCHT->TIL, SIEDHE
& (fluency) , 1F # & (accuracy) , 3 M4E &
(complexity)?® 3 SOBEEREE 2 D& TH
B0, FBRBRAT D86, 20 3 DOBURD
FEASTREEL, B2, BSOS
JEDEN GEREE M Liz720l, =7 =0T
TLESTTFANE, P UE L iEEE
DIKUFEHLTWDD, =7 —HFEAERD
NN T XA RO 2 D%EFHET 5356, EOE
REBERTD2OD0ERAFILE HA LRDTE
S VERBHD,

2.2 FHEDEEL ZOEREE

Jacobs, Zinkgraf, Wormouth, Hartfiel and
Hughey (1981) 1%, W7, %k, 5, SabEf
M, A =2 205 SOFHEEAIZELT, £
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FUZH excellent to very good 7)>& very poor %
TD 4 DOFEMELF T T-N—TY o 7 ZAER L
TWD, ZON—TU 7 %b &I, ka7t
TEMNTAT 4 T OFHIAE, FHhEEL T
EL TN, FUV—7Y v 7 & AOTEA,
EDL ) IBEETHo THIRI CaHliz1T5 =
EDRTREZRDTHA D

bHAHL, BEFITH LU THERIO ML—=2
TISLEECH DN, FEENFNCTF A M
FHIEAES Y TIO TV BRIS, BREFEDNED
ZLIZE DXL OEXNTAHRREMN B D, AFE
KT, AT ARIEE 2, T4 7 1 > VFHMm
(ZHUT DRI AAE & R TR E M 2 B9 2
Az L2V,

2.3 BHOBRELHE LI-I5E 0O

TAT 4 T LA G LTZiEE), T
A T 28RS, ARROFHmOE E & HHE
ZH O COBMEIC LTI ZENEE LU,
AFFTIE, KRFEQHEEERBUCTEm LT, V
—T AT ETAT 4 T OEREERAE LT
A NEEBNZES, ZORMED 5% BAARR
(ST 5,

BHZ, V=T 4> T T4T 4 T DHE
e Liza, (@) EORMME B ICEA ST 28
< ODFHHOZ LV EE b D D0y, (b EHENED
EVOEHIEEZ RIS T 2 D13 E 5 FHuT v
D>, D 2 FUTHDUWNTRERE DA 2P L7
NG, ERMEZERLIZTA T 1« > 7 Ol
BT LTV,

SEH

Jacobs, H. L, Zinkgraf, S. A., Wormouth, D. R.,
Hartfiel, V. F, & Hughey, J. B. (1981). 7&st-
ing ESL composition; A practical approach.
Rowley, MA: Newbury House.

3 J-POSTL &54 74 VS (LOS%E)
FEED, REECHMIKE T T-722 507
AT 4 7 1EENV A, JACET #E REnfsess



Q01DIZ L% [EiBemOR— 7+ VA (LA
K J-POSTL & 3550) OHEFHFICRE %50l
KEBRUILND, W55,

31 5 DDINSTSINLREINEEEITS
K OIZF %iEE

ZOWETIE, J-POSTL O#d#EAT =Y
—Ho> B5 OFLREES) [FEENE L EV DD
HXT 7T TR0yt A e EL T2DDOAENT
XD HEDDTOITIHEIE I T T4
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7o (A, 2011) (LA - FI8, 2012), HT
%, T4 7 NTaARFERICED L 57 TR
SE| ELELTONEV I AIZHER LT
Do AREKTIL, TNETOFEED K[OX]
ORFEFETITHED T, T4 7 N7 a AWNEEE
DETR— 3 & HF 585 B33

A il FRIAGED S 2= —s = R

B USRS D

54

TR, [Rox 12k, Lok Hrhiise
H72H L TWAEW S S ERGE LT,

2 BIHOER
2.1 TFq4o bR

T 427 hZ' v A LiE Ruth Wajnryb (1988,
1990) S NTHEE L7578 - feg 5k C,
TSRS E T K A SERTRE G412 Focus
on Form (FonF)#5 & O Cooperative Language
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BHEEANND TR5% | OB(LoEmZ 554
BHT20IZ, WD X H 7 KD OERE—
> OB ANA 2 FERNC T L
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1 (XC&HIC

BEFEICIMT S5 57 CD O% < Ve
DEFTHD, Lo LBFEHR TR FH1T
Fex RERIC L > TER SN EF Ch D, £
LC, ZOEMTFEEOHEIY 2157 5,
SNEREFEHO BN FMR 2l 2= —ra v
ThoU L, BERBOESRZEZEND Z &M
PE L, —EOHRF CD ITIFy s M5
SNTWDA, kkx 2B A E &N T L=
BT 2 8Y, EE D OMBIRY FE
L7\, BRI, B 728k %
TERINCHIE L, SR EAEBHECX 5,

Foxld, NITEFITERA 2 BHEINZ DY —
NEBRE LI, BANORGESEENED LD
PRI, BAIFINDD (MEFH7RD0Y) %
L, 0%, FRRA7 ML R AR
U CCHHER B A BRI L, ENEERTS
Z & ORI OB TIREE L= [2],

2 HVT &ZDOEENME

HMEEF DOHL—DFEGHEA & A VO MM 5
ZEERUT D L0 b, EEGEE OB L,
H G, BT RS O b SN2k
IRE RN D 2 LS E B REAIA BT
MRHITH D Z ERWE STV D (High
Variability Training) [3,4], L2>L72035,

A SO TR
B SORIER D

56

CNHDEEIR SR, e fioT, HAE)
FNAERE LTV D a2z,
EFOIT4HOOHERK, DFFEOMEKE, DR
HET, DFTEORE, )T ¥ RV HEEE X,
ATEFIH LT, ZNHERZEET HE A
B — N A FEE LT, EEIRIE, FrEorE
Rfaa i L CE R A LT 2, MEEATRIL,
FTEDIE SR L CE RIS 2 R T 5,
PRBETANY, FTEONEREREE OB/ ) @
A L INVAIE BB RAL, T RIVE
T, ) Eah e, MERASIE S A
T 5, UBETIE, AT TR E ST
720N, RESASTEAS 7 & IR G 7 A V=,
BEZHE 13MBHILTEASFE L, LF
EHEOTHLUNMERE L Ok, 7=
A LIRS B G S R O b FEROf2E
T2 E 23D, BT 17T Ao
FENRT A =R EFE LT, %OPOFIX
goo.gl/VLFfVh T CE 5, &z, joE
(B, T=AF (BEAEDN), S,
T = AR D 4 FEEA E LT,

3 EWEREE--IVR=UJHER
JERE LTE, ER2k @A)
DY A= THRBROBEREER L, B A
DFEVEEE (PartA) &€/ m— 757 (Part
B), “FEOEF ChHDH, KRSEOE RN
SHVHRIZ, FIEROYE () 25 3CFes



INb, MIGLEFREXIYFERCIIRS, &F
RO THY, HEEL L AXE/ u—7
F (Part B) ©75@Vy, 1 £ 9 % Part
A DRI 16 {1, Part B DR 16 {8 THERL L,
#9380 syoaliR e Lz,

31 NR=UGHER1EE (2017/7)

AARANFGETEE K74 125 4 &, REE
B 2 MBI UT, FEHE ORI E T
RN, FEMROA Y — I W, FEE
DY, M2, BRI PC A B —
HTHDH, rEmETdtyya HHEL,
MEEEHIIE Y v a IBINL, £85I
2y a OB LT,

TOEIC A =7 3BEMITH 5 EE K ORRE
FREDIEERE, K7 N—TDNE L HIcHk
1IORT, FEEOIEERIL, AB Wi,
JCER, T = AR, MR, 7= AR IR
TR 725, 7= AR CIE, EERITN
25% L7020, Fr AL YLLR D, T =AMk
b A TS b, IR X B IEEERD
TENBEND, L UREERGE 3B £ C5%
B, T = AR B 9 FIDIEERTh o7,

GRS I 7 o — i PRI O H
FTh5, Mefaia CHEI0 #OEFE Thil
X, ZbEbEbis Z Lidian, BREREEC
&S THIETIIZRDS, SRRE TR B IR
REW ThH OGS, UL, BEEROmEE %
R DT LIc B R Ch D LA D,

3.2 EREXIRBHM DR

R U A Gl 7 A B 2 B 2B L
72. PartA, PartB OFEZ 5[40, 18 HIH
T o %E L o7 (G5t 180 ), ML
~YUT0 (=EERETE ) ,1,2,3 (=3B
OIS &L, AL 0 LI EE5550
TeEAEOHE L, FEHEZAZDOL~YUIS
U CHA &M TIIiE cE 5 Lol Lis,
WA KU L%, 2B ORBRE T/ -7,

57

#1 : TOEIC GEhE2=
"T#E TOEIC N Jigm 7 =X JEw 7 T
A 400600 28 583 50.0 30.6 328
600-800 52 782 62.0 35.1 234
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(1] aEf(2017) : Hafam, 371-372, 2017/9
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[4] H Hwang, et al., ICPhS, CD-ROM, 2015
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@D Warmup 1) Prereading question: Think
about the following questions. Share your ideas
with your classmates. 2) Vocabulary check:
Guess the meaning of the bold-faced words from
the context and choose the best one.

@ Reading

@ Understanding the Reading: Answer the
following questions and compare your answers
with classmates’.

@ Getting the Main Idea: To make sure that
you understand the passage, take notes about
the main idea and the main points. Then
compare your notes with your group members.
(® Personalization: Do you agree with the
author’s viewpoint? Do you have any experience
or do you know any examples which support
your point of view?

©® Sharing: Share your opinion with your group
members about the author’s viewpoint.

(@ Critical Thinking & Reflection: Discuss with
group members similarities and differences you
have found through sharing ideas. In discussion
did you come across any new points of view?
Expressing Your Ideas: Write down your
own opinion. Use your notes to explain your
thinking to your group members.

© Unit End Tasks: Write your opinion on the
theme of this unit. / Group project: Give a short
presentation with your group members.
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What is Adaptive Content English (ACE) and how can we use
it in academic writing classrooms?

BLACK Grant 1%, =& Hfe+ 28, ey 2253 3¢

Abstract

This symposium will introduce the concept of ACE and look at its application to
teaching academic writing. In business marketing, Adaptive Content has gained
traction as a way to improve customer experience. As a form of Adaptive Content
Educational Material (ACEM), ACE is a method that seeks to deliver educational
materials that are 1) more personalized, and 2) efficiently adaptable to the varying
needs and context of diverse learners. First, Black will explain what is Adaptive
Content, what is ACE, and provide straightforward illustrations and examples. To
expand, Mishina will illustrate an example of a mixed-level course that imple-
ments the four principles of ACE. Lastly, Nakatani will argue that to enhance
ACEM we need to see learners’ English writing levels; however, there are few
relevant assessing methods which are simple and practical for Japanese contexts.

Nakatani will introduce easy-to-use, easy-to-apply CEFR-J based writing tests

consisting of two parts for individual levels from Pre A1 to A2.2.

Keywords

Adaptive content, personalized learning, flexibility

1. Introducing ACE: Adaptive Content
English (G. Black)

The primary purpose of this symposium is to intro-
duce the concept of Adaptive Content English (ACE)
and Adaptive Materials
(ACEM). Though the focus here is on ACE in a

Content Educational
university writing class, the general principles being
presented may have relevance to a broader ACE and
ACEM context.

First, what is Adaptive Content? Adaptive
Content is a concept I have borrowed from the
business marketing world (McGrane 2012, Meyers
2013, Johnston 2016,) which refers to content

flexible to personalisation to enhance the customer

A FERT B A RAMERERT: CIRBORT:
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experience, and to content adaptable to different
platforms (e.g. mobile, tablet, desktop).

Extending from this business concept,
ACE is a teaching method that seeks to deliver
educational materials that are 1) more personalized,
and 2) efficiently adaptable to the varying needs and
context of diverse leamers. The adaptability of
content is the key feature that distinguishes ACE. In
terms of educational practices, ACE incorporates and
unifies elements of Content Based Instruction (CBI)
and English as a medium of instruction (EMI)
together with Active Leamning. Further, compared
with Content and Language Integrated Learning
(CLIL), ACE is akin to a ‘Hard CLIL’ which does



not pre-prioritise the sequence of concepts, language,
and procedures. Another way of thinking of ACE is
that it is the pedagogy of personalised learning from
the instructor’s perspective.

How can this be implemented in a large
writing class? The smaller the group the easier it is to
be flexible and adaptable to the individual learner. In
a large class this inevitably presents challenges. Here
is a first draft of four principles for ACE:

1. Learning is relevant to students’ major,
career, or life goals. The driving identity of content is
adapted to individual student needs for major, career
or life goals. ACE means a personalised learning
experience for students.

2. Projects, content, production. ACE is
not language teaching, though explicit language
teaching may occur, as the occasion arises. ACE is
not lecturing, though the instructor’s expertise is
explicitly applied, as the occasion arises.

3. Opportunities for one-on-one time.
Flexibility in class time is built in to allow for
one-on-one coaching and consultation, as needed.
This does not mean extensive interaction with all
students, every class. It means class structure is
around students working on projects individually, in
pairs, and in groups which then allows for circulation
and interaction from the instructor to respond at the
point of need.

4. Learning is not classroom dependent.
In some form or another students are able to engage
with the course and course content outside of the
classroom.

What does this mean in practice? ACE is
not level dependent. ACE is adaptive to a wide range
of student skills and abilities from beginner to
advanced learner. As such, ACE supports a lower
level student to get through a project, yet does not put
a firm cap on student potentials. ACE means students

have an opportunity to make a great leap forward

7

cognitively and in global skills -- a significant num-
ber will do so, from lower up through higher levels of
students.

Why do some lower-level students make
great leaps? The Gates Foundation research in
collaboration with the Rand Corporation has pro-
duced a definition of personalised learning with three
core characteristics: 1. Student-teacher bond is at the
heart of learning; 2. Learning happens anywhere,
anytime; 3. All students are ready for college and
career. The Rand Corporation study found that
“personalised learning can significantly accelerate
student achievement, especially for lower performing
students” (Pane et. al. 2015).

Why do some higher-level students make
great leaps? In marketing, adaptive content is “de-
signed to adapt to the needs of the customer, not just
cosmetically, but also in substance and in capability”
(Cooper, 2014). ACE as adaptive content is flexible.
Another angle on points 2 and 3, above (that learning
happens anywhere, anytime; and ensuring that
learning is relevant to the students future) can be
found in Thornbury’s focus on “teaching at the point
of need”, a concept which he developed from the
work of Nelson (1991). Thorbury says Nelson’s At
the point of need “makes a convincing case for a
pedagogy that, rather than trying to second-guess the
learners’ learing trajectory, is entirely responsive to
it...” (Thornbury, 2010). Likewise, ACE is respon-
sive to student engagement and expansive: it

responds to student needs in substance and capability.

2. ACE in practice (Y. Mishina)

In this section, a writing course that focuses on
teaching students about the IMRaD format of
scientific writing (Sollaci & Pereira, 2004) will be
discussed as an example of a semester course that
effectively implements the four principles of ACE

that are outlined in the first section. The main goal of



the ALESS Program at the University of Tokyo is to
teach students academic writing (Gally, 2011;
Mishina, 2015), but the course is not purely about
writing itself. To implement successful learning, the
course leads students to empirically simulate the
typical activities of a scientific researcher. To do so,
the course launches with students designing and
performing scientific experiments. During the
remainder of the semester, students analyze the
obtained data, search for and read authentic academic
papers for comparison against their own research,
and finally write a full IMRaD style academic paper
in English. The completion of each of these activities
ensures that students have a vested interest to com-
municate their findings as a completed project in the
form of a scientific paper, which successfully im-
plements the second principle of ACE.

As the course itself is for all students who
are studying science, the course is naturally pertinent
to every student, regardless of their specific chosen
academic fields. Students have flexibility in choosing
their own experiments for the course; for instance, a
student interested in architecture may research
various shapes of bridges and their operative strength,
whereas a student interested in psychology may
choose to find volunteers to test the effects of color
fonts on the speed of reading texts. The students will
then find and read academic articles to learn words,
phrases, and general language from their chosen
research field. This gives each student an opportunity
to spend a semester studying scientific content that is
specific to that individual, even in a single English
writing course. Thus, the course ensures the first
principle of ACE, a personalized experience.

As with most semester courses in Japan,
students are required to spend time outside of class to
meet the course aims. In particular, this course is only
13 weeks long, so fulfilling the fourth principle is
straightforward. Inevitably, some of the class time is
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spent on explaining what students are expected to
accomplish before the next class. For instance,
students must learn in class the function and charac-
teristics of each section of a scientific paper, as well
as how to search for published academic papers
using databases. Class time is additionally spent on
activities that requires interactive communication.
Active exchange of ideas with the instructor and their
peers offer opportunities to further their understand-
ing. As such, class time is set aside each week for
peer reviews, consultations about unexpected occur-
rences during their experiments, data analysis, or
even grammar and terminology. Effective applica-
tion of the third principle is likely the key to the
success of this course.

This section briefly introduced how ACE
is presently already in effect in an English writing
course. Implementation of ACE in all Japanese
university English courses may seem ambitious and
unattainable, at least in the immediate future. How-
ever, it is very likely that many of the targets are
already being met in the classroom, and one would
only need to make minimal adjustments for maxi-
mum effect. The skills that the students gain from a
course that fulfills ACE are likely lifelong and
transcend language acquisition.

3. Implementing ACE with CEFR-J based
writing tests (Y. Nakatani)

This section argues a way to conduct needs
analysis to introduce ACEM into EFL contexts. To
implement ACE, it is important to see individual
learners’ levels and set up their relevant goals.
However, there are few valid assessing methods
which are simple and practical for Japanese contexts.
Here, I discuss the relevance of CEFR-J based
writing tests consisting two items for individual
levels from Pre-Al to A.

The significant point of adaptive content is to



effectively adapt a company’s preexisting contents
into multiple platforms to fit any potential customers’
needs (Bloomstein, 2012). As Black discussed above,
although adaptive content has been developed in
business marketing fields (Halvorson, 2012), the
basic concept can be used for English teaching. For
instance, ACE can utilize teachers’ current resources
for using personalization to enhance individual
experience in any educational contexts. In some
settings, the important thing may be to conduct needs
analysis to see participants’ levels and goals to utilize
the teachers’ contents.

In Asian EFL contexts such as Japan, passing
the entrance examinations has been regarded as one
of the most important goals for English education.
After passing the examination, it is not easy for
leaners to set appropriate goals in tertiary educational
contexts. For example, students have difficulties in
designing their own learning objectives for writing
without authentic contexts.

One of the solutions could be introducing the
Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR). The CEFR has been developed
to provide a relevant planning tool to promote
transparency and coherence in language education. It
is regarded as a useful guideline to describe the
achievements of learners of foreign languages across
Europe (e.g., Little, 2007). Also, it has been used for
the instruction and assessment of foreign languages
in many countries (e.g., North, 2007). Thus, the
scheme seems to be useful for English as a foreign
language (EFL) contexts such as Japan where there
is little coherence in English education. However, as
descriptors of the CEFR were developed by focusing
on European languages, it seems to be difficult for
teachers to introduce the descriptors in Asia as it is
(Nakatani, 2012).

Accordingly, the CEFR-J which is the modified

version for Japanese EFL learners has been estab-
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lished (see e.g. Nakatani, 2016). We can use the
CEFR-J as a meaningful framework for Japanese
EFL learners if we could develop practical learning
tasks for individual levels on the schemes.

The CEFR-J has been developed by the specific
research group supported by Grant-in-Aid for
Scientific Research since 2004. The main concern
was to enhance reliability and validity of descriptors
which suit to Japanese EFL classrooms. The scheme
proposes seven basic levels from Pre-Al (basic) to
C2 (advanced) for 5 skills: oral interaction, oral
presentation, listening, reading, and writing. In order
to reflect the local contexts, the lower level Pre-Al is
added, and A level and B levels are categorized more
precisely. There are 12 sub-levels in total. The
descriptors contain can-do statements describing
detailed objectives for individual levels, so the
learners can set up specific goals by themselves.

The current CEFR-J project ! aims to develop
valid tasks for lessons and reliable tests for assessing
learners’ levels. By reviewing representative material
development studies, the research group has created
decent manuals for the task design. Based on the
manual, several tasks of individual levels have been
created. Then, many secondary level teachers and
university lecturers have examined the validity of the
levels. Simultaneously, test tasks have been made to
assess the learners’ levels reliably. For the writing
skill, the applicability of the test-tasks for Pre-A1 and
A levels are examined. There are two test items for
each level. They can be used to see an appropriate
level on the CEFR-J, which enable teachers to advice
for goal-setting more easily. By using these tasks and
tests, EFL teachers can implement to use personali-
zation to enhance individual experience in authentic

educational contexts.

Note 1: Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (Project
Number: 16H01935; Principle investigator: Masashi
Negishi; 2016-2020)
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s AE—FAEL, ST INTEEL, £O
B N—TH TRV I 235, (Hi, friends 2,
Lesson 8 “What do you want to be?”) (E6-1)

Hello

I like soccer.

I want to be a soccer player.

Thank you.
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7
-What do you want? (JJAvA7 Lt /})
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32 (KIFEEDIREDHY
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Elo4 b [AEk(France, France, France,
Italy, Italy, Italy) TH 2, (H6-2)

(J83F 2016, p. 31)
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Exploring Underlying Factors
of the Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety Scale

Michiko Toyama and Yoshitaka Yamazaki

Abstract

This study examined worries and fear of Japanese EFL undergraduates (N=386)
using the Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety Scale (FLCAS). We first
conducted exploratory factor analyses with direct oblimin rotation and extracted
two latent factors from the FLCAS. The two-factor model of the scale was then
validated using confirmatory factor analysis. We found that the underlying
factors were associated with worries about communication and fear of failing
EFL courses respectively. The results further support the idea that (1) the FLCAS
holds multiple dimensional factors and that (2) the FCLAS tends to exhibit a
distinct factor structure depending on cultural and academic context or statistical
analysis methods.

Keywords: anxiety, FLCAS, communication apprehension, fear of failing
1. Introduction

To measure foreign language anxiety (FLA), Horwitz, Horwitz, and Cope (1986)
conceptualized three different constructs, and invented the FLCAS. Although the FLCAS
has been utilized to investigate FLA in class by a great number of studies (e.g., Park &
French, 2013; Rodriguez & Abreu, 2003), it has been criticized concerning its validity.
Several studies documented that the FLCAS hold the various number of latent factors
(Park, 2014). Park (2014) pointed out that there are three reasons for the distinct
underlying factors that several studies found in the FLCAS: (1) no explanation of
constituent factor items, (2) analytical methodology using improper factor rotation with
subjective evaluation, and (3) the validity of translated version of the FLCAS used in
various countries. Consistent with his view, Horwitz (2016) recommended that it is
important to examine the FLCAS in different cultural contexts that might affect a factor
structure of the FLCAS. Accordingly, our study sought to answer how many latent
components exist in the FLCAS when using a Japanese undergraduate research context.

2. Methods

Data from 149 undergraduates with management majors were analyzed for exploratory
factor analysis, while those from 237 of two different universities were examined for
confirmatory factor analysis. In the spring term of 2017, researchers took one month for
all of the data collection. We used the Japanese version of the FLCAS by Yashima et al.
(2009). This study adopted three evaluation guidelines for exploratory factor analysis to
determine whether an item was left or dropped: (1) factor loading of at least 0.5 cut-off
point, (2) a minimum of three items per factor, and (3) dropping a item with crossloading.

3. Results
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According to the evaluation guideline, we conducted the fourth factor analysis with direct
oblimin rotation and found two latent components. The first dominant factor contained
seven items that were mostly associated with communication apprehension. The seven
items of this component accounted for 48% of the total variance. The second dominant
factor consisted of five constituent items that were related to student’s fear of failing. The
five items of this factor explained 11% of the total variance. Subsequently, we conducted
confirmatory factor analysis and confirmed the two-factor model because the model fit
indices were acceptable, including RMSEA (0.066), CIF (0.944), IFI (0.945), and GIF
(0.926).

4. Conclusions

The study results with previous studies’ findings led us to two conclusions: (1) the FLCAS
holds multiple dimensional factors and (2) the FCLAS tends to exhibit a distinct pattern
of constituent factor items relevant to cultural contexts, student’s major, and analytical
methods. Moreover, the two latent factors extracted from 33 items of the FLCAS were
validated through confirmatory factor analysis. These factors are commonly discussed in
previous SLA studies. Therefore, worries about communication in L2 and fear of failing
L2 classes may be two major anxiety types of FLA in classrooms independent of learners’
cultural and academic backgrounds.
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Interactive approach to read and write in English
UNFEEDIZDDA VBT 7T 4 TRBAEEHEHE)

Georgette WILSONA, Rie ADACHI B

77 A FZ 7 bt The way our students learn and retain information has changed over the years.
The simple speak and listen method is no longer as effective as it was in the past. I've found that
my students need a more interactive approach to their learning. By incorporating various learning
methods and tools to my lessons, I’'m able to reach students at all learning levels. In my presenta-
tion I will share these methods which have had a positive effect on the way | teach and the way my

students learn.

% — U — R young learners, an interactive approach, reading, writing, motor skills

1 Useful Activities

For fine and gross motor skill practice, it is
important to strengthen muscles and build
eye and hand coordination. The training
supports students’ development of proper
pencil grip for writing and sequence devel-
opment for reading. The presenter has been
conducting various activities in order to make
students use English words and phrases. By
teaching with simple commands and direc-
tions in English, students are able to their
new gained language in various situations.
For muscle development, “Ball Squeeze”,
“Stretch Band”, “Using clay” are considered
to be good. For pincer grip, a rubber band,
peg-boards, pom-pom, and clothes pins are
useful. Shoe lace tying is good for sequence
and memorization. Cutting and tracing is

also helpful.

2 What is interactive?
Using an interactive approach provides
students a fun, safe and creative way of

learning. Since our students have learned

A Yokosuka Gakuin Elementary School
B: Aichi university Faculty of Regional Policy

110

through a synthetic phonics program, their
motivation to learning and using English has
greatly improved. With the student’s gained
English skills, teachers are able to incorpo-
rate a literacy program into core subject
areas. These “Unit Lessons’ start with a
literacy introduction where we focus on new
grammar or spelling. Next, students do a
“think aloud” activity in which students can
share their experiences toward the “topic.”
Then, students create, make, model or ex-
periment with various materials related to
the “topic’. Finally, they share their gained
knowledge by presenting their materials. To
encourage student’s deeper understanding of
the “topic” they are provided various activi-
ties. Thus, they can independently explore
and create connections with new information
through English language while building
their reading and writing skills.
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