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| love being filled with plenty of ants.

| love the plentiful stupid clothes.
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In the next decade or two, it is assumed the pace of globalization of our
society will quicken even further. In order to maintain a standard of living or
even survive, our students will need to possess English proficiency themselves
supported by cross cultural communication. AI or ICT may not be able to translate
nuances of World Englishes properly. The presenter will introduce the Culture
Analyses of Erin Meyer and Geert Hofstede, both of which have an advantage of
visualization with a reference to the Japanese culture. The clarity will lead
students to access the perceptional differences in communication. The presenter
will also introduce her experience of the certification course in Intercultural

Management at Hofstede Insights in Helsinki last March.
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“Planning Task-Based Classes:
Developing an ‘Introduction to English Communication®”

Tatsuya NAKANO”, Fusako KITTA® Taron PLAZA®, Jon MORRIS*

Abstract: This is a practical report on our new subject, Eigo Komyunike-syon Nyumon. This sub-
ject was started in April, 2018 in order for our students to have meaningful communicative
experiences through Task-Based Language Teaching. The aim of the class is that our students
should have many opportunities to use English while receiving interactional modification. The
method of teaching in this class is for all seven faculty teachers to be jointly in charge of this sub-
ject, including two native speakers of English and five non-native speakers of English. The more
than seventy students are divided into seven groups and are all given the same task in that group.
This system enables our students to seek help with ease, and to advance in using English in a co-
operative studying environment. All the tasks were a success in terms of this subject’s goals and
the goals of the class. The result of a questionnaire given in July showed that most students felt
satisfied with this class. The value of variance in the results of two placement tests taken by stu-
dents in April and December was less among students registered to “Introduction to English
Communication’ than students who did not take the class.

Keywords: Task-Based Language Teaching, Team-teaching

1 Introduction

Eigo Komyunike-syon Nyumon is a course for the
freshmen who are interested in joining the Eigo
Komyunike-syon Senko, or English Communication
Department, when they become sophomores. We set
three goals for this subject: First, to foster good
relationships with other students and teachers.
Second, to learn more about Komazawa Women’s
University. Third, to warm up for developing a
higher level of English expertise from the second
year onward. We have six sections in one year.
Section 1: Self -introduction and Show & Tell.
Section 2: Campus Tour Videos. Section 3: Intro-
ducing Japan. Section 4: Researching Foreign
Countries. Section 5: Biblio Battle. Section 6: Career
Survey. We gradually moved from local issues
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to global issues and finally we gave students time to
think about their lives post-graduation. It is notewor-
thy that in this class all of the seven English
department teachers team-teach approximately
seventy students in the same room. Each teacher is in
charge of more than ten students and takes care of
them. Teaching methods will be discussed later.

2 Task-Based Language Teaching

Ellis (2009, p.223) proposed four criteria of
Task-based Language Teaching: 1. The primary
focus should be on ‘meaning’. 2. There should be
some kind of ‘gap’. 3. Learners should largely have
to rely on their own resources in order to complete
the activity. 4. There is a clearly defined outcome
other than the use of language. There are two types of
tasks: ‘unfocused’ and ‘focused’. In unfocused tasks,
learners will be given opportunities to use the target



language in general ways. In focused tasks, there are
opportunities to use the target language with some
specific language features.

We tried to design both focused and unfocused tasks
according to these four criteria. Here follows expla-
nations of two sets of tasks we used during the
course.

3 “Campus Tour Videos”

One of the projects that we did together was the
creation of campus tour videos. Teams worked
together to design and film a tour of some of their
favorite places around campus.

Pre -task — Model Video

Students were first shown a model video created by
other students showing examples of the kinds of
scenes the teams would be expected to create.
Students then got into their groups and discussed
what kind of places they wanted to film.

Task 1 — Finding places to film

For this part, students walked around campus and
decided which places they wanted to film.

Task 2 — Script writing

Having chosen where they wanted to film, students
There
was one teacher in charge of each group who they

began writing the scripts for their scenes.

could consult with as they wrote their scripts.

Task 3 — Video filming

Students were given a demonstration of how to use
different film apps on their smartphones and then
worked together to film their scenes.

Task 4- Video editing

Once they had filmed all their scenes, students edited
their videos and submitted the finished videos to the
teachers.

Post-task — Film and award ceremony

On the last day of this section, the class came togeth-
er as a whole and watched the videos. Afterwards, an
award ceremony was held where each group re-
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ceived an award for their video.

4 “Introducing Japan”

In the five week Introducing Japan section, six
groups of students were each assigned a different
region of Japan and set the task of introducing a
range of its interesting features using A3 sized poster
panels. This task focus served to introduce the
students to the Japan related courses on offer to them
from the second year onward and allowed for the use
of varied content reflecting student interests without
the need for extensive pre-teaching of content and
vocabulary. Students in mixed ability groups were
therefore able to engage enjoyably in the same
activities, supporting our aim of fostering good
relationships between students who would belong to
the English Communication course.

We began the section with a “similar task’ element: a
mildly competitive multiple-choice quiz on the city
of Sendai. This was followed by a brainstorming
pre-task which led into the main task process. The
final performances were organized on a rotation
system in which two groups presented at the same
time, each watched by two other groups. Assessment
overall was via continuous instructor assessment,
complemented by a series of student self-assessment
and peer-assessment rubric forms.

Our post-teaching analysis indicated the usefulness
of Japan-related subject matter for first year students
considering a major in English Communication. \We
also identified areas in which the implementation
could be streamlined to improve the effectiveness of
this task-based learning project.
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